
Grade 8 Unit 1 Chapter 2 Reading Check/Checkpoint Worksheet
Reading Check p. 45

1. What is a basin?

2. Where do scientists believe that water originated?

3. Describe what is meant by Plate Tectonics?

4. Define ocean ridge, trench, and abyssal plains. Explain how these features are created.

Reading Check p. 49

1. What two features make up the continental margins?

2. Describe the process of sonar mapping.

3. What is an advantage of satellite mapping?

4. Describe two types of submersibles.

Checking Concepts p. 53

1. a) Name the five major oceans on Earth.

b) Which is the largest and which is the smallest?

2. Scientists speculate that most of the water that originally formed the oceans several billion years ago came from two different sources. What are these sources?
3. What are the wide flat areas of ocean basins called?

4. What is the name of the ocean floor where two tectonic plates are moving apart?

5. What features mark the location where one tectonic plate is pushed underneath another plate?

6. What is the steep side of the edge of a continent called?

Reading Check p. 58

1. What is an ocean current?

2. What 3 factors produce ocean surface currents?

3. Explain how wind influences ocean currents.

4. How does the spin of the Earth affect ocean currents?

5. Explain how the shape of continents affects ocean currents.

Reading Check p. 61

1. What is a Density Current?

2. Sketch and label the three layers of ocean water.

3. Fresh water reduces the salinity of ocean water, making it less dense. Name two ways fresh water can be added to the water.

4. What is upwelling of ocean water?

5. Why is upwelling important for marine life?

Checking Concepts p. 63

1. List the three main causes of an ocean’s surface currents.

2. How does the Coriolis effect influence wave and wind motion:

a) North of the equator

b) South of the equator

3. Describe thermocline.

4. Describe what happens when cold, dense ocean water meets warmer, less dense water.

5. Describe an example where upwelling can occur.

Reading Check p. 69

1. What is a swell?

2. How is a breaker formed?

3. What causes a tsunami?

4. What types of erosion happen on a shoreline?

5. How are headlands and bays created?

Reading Check p. 71 
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